by Barbara Black 


ome administrators grit 
their teeth when knotty 
problems cross their 
desks, but Gail Guthrie 
_ Valaskakis isn’t one of 
~ them. 

I like talking to people, and I like 
solving problems,” said the Dean of 
Arts and Science when asked whether 
she minded all the paperwork and 
telephone diplomacy. “When you 
can make an academic task easier to 
do and better appreciated, it’s excit- 
ing.” 

Much appreciated for her direct, 
accommodating style, Valaskakis 
had been Acting Dean since January 
1992, and was confirmed in the post 
as the term ended last May. The ap- 
pointment is for five years. 


Largest Faculty 


Arts and Science, as well as being 
the intellectual foundation of uni- 
versities everywhere, remains the 
most popular academic field at Con- 
cordia. As dean, Valaskakis will direct 
the affairs of more faculty and stu- 
dents than are to be found in the 
other three Faculties put together. 

Her star has risen steadily since she 
arrived in the late 1960s at Concor- 
dia’s predecessor, Loyola College, to 
lecture in Communication Studies. A 
Theatre Arts graduate of both the 
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Dean of Arts and Science Gail Valaskakis 


University of Wisconsin- Madison 
and Comell, she went on to a PhD in 
Communications at McGill while 
raising her twin sons and teaching. 
She was associated for many years 
with Concordia’s School of Commu- 
nity and Public Affairs, and has 
served as Director of the M.A. Pro- 
gramme in Media Studies and Vice- 
Dean, Academic Planning, Faculty of 


Arts and Science. She also served as 
e& 
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Trustree Principal of the Simone de 
Beauvoir Women’s Studies Institute 
and Coordinator of the Programme 
in Canadian Studies. 

Valaskakis researches and teaches 
in the fields of development commu- 
nications, cross-cultural communi- 
cation and cultural studies. She has 
done considerable research on the 
role and usefulness of new commu- 
nication technologies in developing 
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areas, particulary in relation to the 
social and cultural change of people 
of the First Nations. Her work has 
involved research in the Canadian 
Artic since 1971, including the evalu- 
ation of the Department of Secretary 
of State Native Communications 
Programme; the Inuit Tapisat Inc. 
Hermes interactive satellite project; 
the Northern Broadcast Access Pro- 
gramme and the Northern Commu- 
nications Programme, and two 
surveys for the Inuit Broadcasting 
Corporation. She has delivered aca- 
demic papers at international con- 
ferences around the world and is 
much sought after for speeches, film 
reviews and consultation. 


She is a founding member of the 
Montréal Native Friendship Centre, 
Manitou College and Waseskun Na- 
tive Halfway House. 


Her new duties will not slow her 
active involvement with projects 
such as the halfway house, which she 
considers not only important for its 
own sake, but to strengthen the link 
between the University and the native 
community. 


Valaskakis is committed to sup- 
porting excellence wherever she finds 
it. “Some people here are working 
with such insight and spirit, and 
sometimes off in a comer, unno- 
ticed.” She sees her role as providing 
them with the opportunity and ac- 
knowledgment they need to flourish. 
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Two years of research, 


‘nothing else’ 


Elaine Newman wins Killam Fellowship 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


lated” is the way Biol- 
ogy Professor Elaine 
Newman describes her 
state of mind when she 
learned that she had 


The Killam Research Fellowships, 
administered by the Canada Council, 
provide salary and fringe benefits of 
at least $60,000 a year for two years. 

For a scientist like Newman, itch- 
ing to devote herself without distrac- 
tion to her work, it’s like winning a 
lottery. 

Interviewed in her sprawling labo- 
ratory in the Henry F. Hall Building, 
Newman was still glowing with the 
prospect. 

“Two years of research, nothing 
else. I'll think, talk to people, take 
courses and visit other labs. No com- 
mittees, no teaching — not that I 
won't be glad to get back to teaching 
afterwards.” 

Newman began as a microbial 
physiologist, then moved into genet- 
ics, and then into molecular biology. 
She has been working on her chosen 
specialty of leucine research since 
1970, when it was an obscure corner 
of microbiology. 

Leucine is an amino acid, and she 
studies the way it affects the break- 
down of serine, another amino acid 
which is present in Escherichia coli 
bacteria. The £. Coli bacterium is 
related to salmonella. 

Leucine research is now “the fast- 
est-moving field there is,” and New- 
man takes satisfaction from the 
knowledge that she is largely respon- 
sible. 

She and then-doctoral student 
Rongtuan Lin achieved a scientific 
breakthrough in leucine research in 
1991, and now it is time to capitalize 


on that leap forward with some 
highly concentrated work. 


Rose Sheinin, 
Vice-Rector, Aca- 
demic, is a biologist, 
and a good friend of 
Newman. 

“She chose a very 
challenging prob- 
lem, and stuck to it,” 
Sheinin said. “Oth- 
ers might go where 
the money is, but she 
spent many years on 
this work, and it did 
break. I think it’s 
wonderful to recog- 
nize that kind of 
commitment.” 

The implications 
of her research could 
be widely felt, She- 
inin said. We all 
have the Z. coli in 


our bodies. Salmonella is a bacterial 
infection which is found in a wide 


Professor Elaine Newman in her lab 


Canada’s Guggenheim 


The Killam is Canadas most 
prestigious research fellowship, 
comparable to the Guggenheim in 
the United States, but for two 
years instead of one. 


Professor Elaine Newman is 
Concordia’ third Killam recipi- 
ent. The previous recipients were 
both from the Religion Depart- 
ment: Charles Davis, who held it 
from 1981 to 1983, and Michel 
Despland, who held it from 1990 
to 1992. 


Fourteen Killam Research Fel- 
lowships were awarded this year 
by the Canada Council. They are 
worth up to $55,000 a year in 
salary for up to two years, plus 
fringe benefits amounting to 
about $5,000 ayea.  —B8B 


variety of plant and animal matter, 
and can have devastating effects, 


particularly in very 
poor countries. Im- 
proving our knowl- 
edge of bacteria 
makes it possible to 
imagine using them, 
to develop large 
amounts of protein 
for areas where food 
is scarce, for exam- 
ple, or to use bacteria 
to consume un- 
wanted substances. 
However, Newman 
deliberately avoids 
linking her work 
with its immediate 
applications, and ac- 
tively pursues the 
ideal of pure research 
and intellectual in- 
quiry. She founded 


Concordia’s Science College in 1979 
to build a community of scientists at 
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the University. An exchange trip to 
China in 1989 continues to bear fruit 
in scientific contacts. 


Her lab, high atop the Hall Build- 
ing on the 12th floor, is an intellec- 
tual home for a succession of 
Newman's protegés. “I’m looking for 
world-class science from this lab,” 
Newman said. It was given its origi- 
nal character by a popular research 
assistant called Vinod Kapoor, who 
worked there for eight years before 
moving on to another career. 


Newman plans to hold a party to 
celebrate her fellowship. Fittingly, 
she'll hold it at the Taj Restaurant, 
whose proprietor is Kapoor himself. 


Tien Bui, Associate Vice-Rector, 
Academic (Research) congratulated 
Newman on her achievement. “She 
deserved it. And winning such an 
award helps Concordia be recognized 
as a research centre as well as a 
teaching university.” 
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An Outstanding Student 


A woman with a mission 


Désirée McGraw is a student at 
Concordia’s School of Community 
and Public Affairs. She is completing 
her BAin economics, and has already 
won an academic commonwealth 
scholarship to study international re- 
lations at Oxford. 


She recently won the Outstanding 
Student Award, sponsored by the 
Concordia University Alumni Asso- 
ciation and presented to an individ- 
ual who, as a student, demonstrates 
leadership qualities while contribut- 
ing to student life. Désirée McGraw 
started doing just that as early as 
high school - andshe didn’tstop after 
she started studying at Concordia. 


Now 23, Désirée has been involved 
in global issues for seven long years. 
At age 16, she took part in the Stu- 
dents Against Global Extermination 
(SAGE) tour across North America 
and into the former Soviet Union; 
and she was a member of the Cana- 
dian Delegation to the United Na- 


Désirée McGraw 
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tions Third Special Session on Disar- 
mament. At 18, she was taking part 
in the International Youth for Peace 
Tour of the Arctic. 


Then, in 1989, she co-hosted a 
video series on nuclear issues with Dr. 
David Suzuki and began her involve- 
ment with the environmental con- 
cems which are still so important to 
her. She designed Students for a Vi- 
able Environment (SAVE), a na- 
tional youth tour which has become 
a continent-wide activity. 


As a student at Concordia, Désirée 
was a member of the team compet- 
ing at the Harvard Model United Na- 
tions where she won the top speaker 
award in two consecutive years. In 
1992, she was named one of two 
World Youth Ambassadors to the 
United Nations Earth Summit held 
in Rio de Janeiro last June. The fol- 
lowing is a report of her experience 
in preparing for and attending this 
major international conference. 


Citizens must be the enforcers 


Fighting the green fight 


As a youth ambassador, I worked to 
generate public awareness of the conjer- 
ence and | acted as a liaison for govern- 
ments and non-governmental 
organizations to promote citizen par- 
ticipation in all aspects of decision-mak- 
ing. The work was both errs and 
rewarding. 

Later, Prime Minter Brian Mulroney 

appointed me an advisor to the Cana- 
dian delegation in Rio. As a participant, 
I gained invaluable insight into the in- 

tricacies of international relations. The 
print for auirenmentaly ststainable 
development into the 21st century — 


an ambitious agenda. It faced the di- 
lemma of the pressing needs of an envi- 
ronmentally endangered planet set 
against the ambitions of nationalistic 


and economically strapped countries. — 


! was especially proud that Canada 
was the first country publicly to endorse 
the Biological Diversity Convention (for 
the prevention of further extinction of 
plant and animal species), largely re- 
garded as the Summits most substan- 
tive achievement. Our support led other 
countries to sign on. 

Despite the Summit's impasse on other 


matters of substance, it marked a new 
era in international relations. Not only 


did it elevate the concept of sustainable 
development to the highest level of inter- 
national decision-making, it changed 
the nature in which decisions are made, 
tn addition to the 10,000 officials, more 
than 20,000 citizens from around the 
world gathered in Rio at. an eco-extrava- 
ganza called the Global Forum. They 
sent an overwhelming message to lead- 


_ ers that the public will longer be left out 


of international decision-making. Bul 
most of what resulted from Rio is not 
legally binding on nations. It is up to 
citizens to become the enforcers and to 
call on governments to bonour their 
commitments. 
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Roy Bonin new 
Director of Libraries 


BY BARBARA BLACK 


Concordia University has a new Di- 
rector of Libraries, Kenneth Roy 
Bonin. 


He comes to Concordia full of en- 
thusiasm and eminently suited to his 
post, which had been vacant since Al 
Mate retired in June 1990. 


A Franco-Manitoban, Bonin 
taught school in that province for 
several years before becoming a li- 
brarian. He has graduate degrees in 
European history (from the Univer- 
sity of Alberta), library administra- 
tion (from Drexel University, in 
Philadelphia), and university ad- 
ministration (from the University of 
Toronto). 


He is currently a research associate 


of the Centre for Higher Education 


Research and Development at the 
University of Manitoba. He was 
named in July as a representative to 
the National Consortium of Scien- 
tific and Educational Societies, and 
he has been secretary-treasurer of the 
Société canadienne pour l'étude de 
Venseignement supérieur since 
1988. 


PHOTO: Jonas Papaurelis 

Bonin has worked in a variety of 
public and library settings in a still 
young career: deputy department di- 
rector of the 21-branch Winnipeg 
Public Library, assistant director for 
administrative services of the Univer- 
sity of Manitoba library and associate 
librarian at the University of Toronto. 


Oversaw new library 


He comes to Concordia from Uni- 
versité Laurentienne/Laurentian 
University in Sudbury, Ont., where he 
oversaw the building of a new library, 
an all-absorbing five-year task. He 
has spent the past year on sabbatical 
from Laurentian, finishing his doc- 
torate on the public financing of 
post-secondary education. 


Aptly for Concordia, which is just 
beginning to automate its collection, 
he has managed automated library 
systems as long ago as the late 1970s, 
in Winnipeg. 

Bonin started his five-year ap- 
pointment on January 1. He takes 
over the reins from Acting Director 
Irene Sendek, who continues as As- 
sistant Director. 


FACULTY 
DEVELOPMENT 
FUND REPORT 


The Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Sci- 
ence, Dr. Gail Valaskakis recently reor- 
ganized the Faculty Development Fund 
Committee established two years ago by 
the former Dean Charles Bertrand. New 
facully members were named to the 
Committee to replace individuals on 
sabbatical or whose term had expired. 


The new Committee chaired by Dean 
Valaskakis, consists of Dr. Barbara 
Woodside from the Department of Psy- 
chology, Mr. Gerald Auchinachie from 
English, Ms. Madeleine Yates (B.A. ‘74, 
M.A.'78) Assistant to the Dean, Mr. Larry 
Tansey, Budget Manager for the Faculty, 
Mr. Don Thomas (B.A. '78) from Cana- 
dian Pacific, representing the Alumni 
community and Ms. Carole Kleingrib 
from the office of University Advance- 
ment. 


In support of the Faculty’s objective for 
increased enrollment of wamen in sci- 
ence, the Committee allocated $4,000 for 
a scholarship to the Summer Institute in 
Chemistry for a woman undergraduate, it 
also agreed to provide 50 per cent of the 
base funding ($6,000) required to sup- 
port a woman graduate student In Phys- 
ics. The Committee felt that it is 
imperative to encourage the enrollment 
of women in a field that claims only four 
female full professors in the entire coun- 
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+ The Faculty's five Colleges requested 


and obtained a $500 book fund each for 
their faculty and student libraries. An- 
other $1,000 was allocated to the student 
association involved in Harvard's annual 
model UN simulation held in Boston and 
abroad. Last year, Concordia’s student- 
fun team gathered top honours in Boston 
and in Poland. The Committee also 
chose to support the Native Student Cen- 
ter with a $3,000 special project fund for 
their various initiatives, and a $7,000 
conference budget was established for 
undergraduate and graduate students 
from the Faculty. 


in all, some $23,000 in unrestricted 
funds, donated mainly by alumni, were 
allocated throughout the Faculty. In ad- 
dition, another $7,000 restricted by their 
donors to specific departments and pro- 
jects within the Faculty will be put to 
good use for student and teaching aids. 


A message from the Dean: 


Setting priorities and working on initiatives 


* n my first year of tenure as 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts 
and Science, | have been 
visiting each of the 33 de- 
partments in the Faculty to 
» talk with faculty members 
to pet a sense of their priorities, while 
at the same time working on some 
initiatives of my own. 

I have given my full support to the 
development of a Faculty Teaching 
Team, made up of Dr. Ron Smith 
(Education) and Bill Gilsdorf (Com- 
munication Studies) both winners of 
national 3M teaching awards, Dr. 
Graeme Decarie (History) who is in- 
terested in the teaching of larger 
classes, Professor Mary Baldwin 
(Chemistry and Biochemistry) who 
has done work and is interested in 
training teaching assistants (TAs) in 
the sciences, as well as Dr. Calvin 
Kalman (Physics), who has had a 
long standing interest in this area. As 
well, I am expecting that Dr. Rose- 
marie Schade (History), who has 
done work on inclusive curriculum 
in History, will join the team so that 
they will have the benefit of her per- 
spective. 


I believe 
strongly that 
the University 
Should be 

more reflective 
of the society 
in which 


we live. 


Seas Gail Valaskakis 


They have been working on the 
development of workshops for TAs, 
designed not only to deal with ques- 
tions of methodology, but also peda- 
gogy. The first of these workshops is 
scheduled to take place in the fall of 
this year. 

Another idea that is being devel- 
oped is a workshop to deal with the 
issue of thesis supervision. Although 
the formation of the Teaching Team 
did not come as a direct response to 
the Report on the Enhancement of 
Teaching Task Force, an initiative of 
the Vice-Rector, Academic, it is cer- 
tainly pertinent to it and fits in with 
the Report's recommendations with 
respect to teaching and research. 

I am also committed to providing 
the infrastructure within the Faculty 
that would facilitate and enable re- 
search activity. I see the use of com- 
puters as a basic necessity in this 
regard and have put 150 new com- 
puters into the Faculty, some of 
which were put in on a cost-sharing 
basis and others offered to depart- 
ments at cost. In addition, I have 
updated the Faculty’s computer 
teaching labs with a grant from Digi- 
tal of $25,000 worth of equipment 


and widened the scope of the courses 


~ being offered in the Faculty by intro- 


ducing the first advanced computer 
literacy course. 

I have continued to work on issues 
of equity, seeing the definition of the 
word as broader than equity for 
woman. I believe strongly that the 
University should be more reflective 
of the society in which we live. 

One of my first projects in this re- 
gard was setting up the CCFNE (Con- 
cordia Council for First Nations 
Education). This was started initially 
with a Seagram Fund for Academic 
Innovation grant which allowed me 
to hire a coordinator who was able to 
apply for grants from C.E.I.C., a Man- 
power and Immigration stay-in- 
school programme for First Nations 
students. We have now been able to 
hire a First Nations Student Advisor 
and have been allotted temporary 
space in one of the annexes on 
Mackay Street. Recently we received 
a substantial grant from the Québec 
government which will ensure con- 
tinuation of the programme. 


Support structure 


My hope is that the First Nations 
initiative could be used as a model to 
develop a similar support structure 
for black students at Concordia who 
are fairly well represented at the un- 
dergraduate level, but are very few at 
the graduate level. 

In this regard, I have been actively 
involved in a Task Force on Multicul- 
turalism and Issues of Equity, which 
was struck by the Council of the 
School of Graduate Studies to look at 
the barriers to graduate education 
faced by visible minorities and First 
Nations students, and to make rec- 
ommendations on how to overcome 
them. 
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Joint research centre only second in Canada 


Understanding Asia Pacific 


BY Ray BEAUCHEMIN 


e Joint Centre for Asia 
acific Communica- 
tion Research was offi- 
cially opened last year 
with academic and 
government fanfare at 
the Chinese pavilion of the Botanical 
Gardens. 


The Centre is run jointly by the 
Communication Studies Depart- 
ments at Concordia and the Univer- 
sité du Québec 4 Montréal (UQAM). 
The Centre's origins lay in the rising 
influence of the Asia Pacific region in 
international commerce, and the in- 
crease in the presence and participa- 
tion of Asian immigrants in Canada, 
specifically Québec and Montréal. 


The Centre's official mission is to 
“promote mutual awareness and un- 
derstanding through the study of 
communications media and infor- 
mation issues related to Canada and 
the Asia Pacific region and the imple- 
mentation, over a period of time, of 
a variety of inter-related pro- 
grammes.” 


The Centre’s aims are to help fac- 
ulty members and graduate students 
make contacts, whether for financial 
assistance or research; to encourage 


Botanical Gardens of Montréal to launch the Joint Centre for Asia Pacific Communications Research, which will be housed 
at Concordia and the Université du Québec a Montréal. 


experts in the field of Asia-Pacific 
relations to publish their research; 
and on a less academic note, to be a 
liaison between the Canadian and 
Asian communities in the city and 


the province. 

The Centre's funding was derived 
from the Max Bell Foundation, 
which funds projects in health care, 
veterinary medicine and Canadian- 


Thanks to our 
leading supporters 


Faculty Associates and members of the Deans’ Circle and the Governors’ Circle 
were guests at a reception on April 22 to acknowledge their strong support for the 
University through the Annual Giving Programme. Following cocktails, they en- 
joyed a Theatre students’ production of Life’s a Dream, by the 17th-century 
playwright Pedro Calderon de la Barca. Left to right, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Quinlan 
(Deans’ Circle), Rector Patrick Kenniff, Mrs. Edith Low-Beer (Rector’s Circle) and 


Dean of Fine Arts Robert Parker. 
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Asian Pacific relationships. 


Annual conferences and meetings 
linking community needs with aca- 
demic expertise to be held. The first 
one is scheduled for May 5 and 6. 


The founding of the Centre brings 
to two the number of such centres in 
Canada. The other is the David Lam 
International Communications 
Centre at Simon Fraser University in 
British Columbia. 


The Affiliate, for 

supporters of the 

pe University’s four 

Faculties, is pub- 

lished by the Faculty 

in association with the Office of University 

Advancement and the Public Relations De- 
partment. 

The Faculty Affiliation Programme at 
Concordia University is a vehicle for recog- 
nition of important donors to the Annual 
Giving Programme, Different activities are 
planned for Faculty Supporters (donors of 
$100 or more per year), Faculty Associates 
(donors of $250 or more per year), and 
members of the Dean's Circle (donors of 
$500 or more per year) all of whom will 
receive The Affiliate on a regular basis. 

Results of the Annual Giving Pro- 
gramme will be published in the Concordia 
University Magazine. 

For further information, call the Office of 
University Advancement (514) 848-4856. 


